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Existing Conditions 
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STORIES 



Lichen 
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PRELIMINARY DESIGN OPTIONS 



Concept 

Option 1:  Homage To Zebulon Pike and Edwin James 



Pikes Peak Summit Complex – Option 1 



Aerial View Toward Peak 



Ode To Zebulon Pike 

Vehicular Approach 



Option 1 

Cog Entrance/Lower Lobby 



Option 1: Homage To Zebulon Pike and Edwin James 

PRO 

 Minimal visual disruption of the 
summit. 

 Being built into the mountain is a 
tremendous advantage, as it would 
be protected from the elements. 

 I like the large rooftop 
overview…allows for a better 
outdoor experience for more people. 

 I like the idea of keeping the peak 
more natural (and less commercial), 
while still having a dramatic, modern 
indoor viewing area. 

CON 

 The circular floor layout is rather 
inefficient. 

 Non-mountain people might not 
think it’s developed enough. 

 Seems as if the views are not as 
good from the inside. 

 Lack of outdoor dining areas on the 
roof area. 

 



Option 2:  The Outcropping 



Pikes Peak Summit Complex - Option 2 



Aerial View Toward Peak 



Vehicular Approach 



Lobby - View looking Northeast 



PRO 

 The inspiration of the stone 
outcropping is nicely reflected in the 
design.  Blends well with the top of 
the mountain. 

 Probably the best of the designs in 
terms of providing a large dramatic 
indoor viewing area for those who 
don’t want to be out in the cold and 
wind. 

 Dramatic looking, accentuates the 
peak and the location. 

 I liked the natural outcropping look. 

CON 

 It’s so tall and blocky.  Looks too 
much like a modern building. 

 Seems too high profile for the 
natural setting. 

 I don’t like the multiple service 
accesses. 

 

Option 2: The Outcropping 



“A defense-minded flower 
ekes out a living at the 
knife edge of a lichen-
encrusted block of Pike's 
Peak granite.” 

Option 3: Biomimicry – Learning from Nature 



Pikes Peak Summit Complex - Option 3 



Aerial View Toward Peak 



Vehicular Approach 



Lobby - View Looking East 



PRO 

 It looks modern, sleek and smooth.  
It is impressive. 

 Good aerodynamics for prevailing 
west wind. 

 Bold and practical modern design. 

 It’s obviously a destination and 
suitable for a national landmark. 

CON 

 The building is the most contrived of 
all the design concepts and is the 
most likely to look dated in future 
decades. 

 There’s not enough glass to exploit 
the 360 degree views. 

 Don’t like the shape of the structure. 

 

Option 3: Biomimicry 



Option 4:  Geomorphology 



Pikes Peak Summit Complex - Option 4 



Aerial View Looking North 



Vehicular Approach 



Lobby - View Looking East 



PRO 

 Offers a sense of balance whether 
arriving by train or auto.  I love the 
separate overlooks. 

 I like the idea of “emerging from the 
earth.”  The expansive lobby should 
offer great views and would be a 
place to enjoy on days with marginal 
weather or if the weather suddenly 
turned bad. 

 I like the large windows and 
openness of it. 

 Has an understated quality about it, 
and fits well with the setting. 

CON 

 If the building would be unseen from 
Colorado Spring, then Colorado 
Springs would be unseen from the 
building. 

 High profile.  Better if it could be built 
a little deeper into the mountain. 

 It has too many concrete walls. 

 Multiple service access should be 
minimized for efficiency and 
environmental impact. 

 

Option 4: Geomorphology 



MOVING FORWARD: 

 Experience 

 Environment 

 Operations 



Finding the perfect balance between a dynamic 
building that presents a clear destination to 

visitors and a minimalist structure deferential  
to the Peak and its majestic views. 

CHALLENGE: 



Site Plan: Key Viewing Points 



Site Plan: Exterior Exhibit Elements 



Site Layout 

        



Sections 



Sections 



Sections & Materials 



Floor Plans 







Interpretive Experience 



Concept Plan 



Graphic Elevation: Interactive Touch Wall 



Elevation 



Graphic Elevation 



Elevation: Exterior Rails & Pylons 



Indoor Image References 



Graphic Image References 



The Place: Look & Feel 



The People: Look & Feel 



Pikes Peak Today: Look & Feel 



Floor Plans 



Building Sections 



Aerial View from North 



Vehicular Approach 



View from Summit 



Approach from Northeast 



East Roof Terrace 



Upper Lobby View to Mt. Rosa 



Cog Approach 



View from Cog Platform 



View from Cog Entrance 



Lower Lobby 



Dining Terrace 



View Toward Exhibits 



View Northeast from Roof Terrace 





Site Axonometric 



Stay In Touch 

Get the most up-to-date information about the community’s effort to design and 
build the new Pikes Peak Summit Complex. 
https://parks.coloradosprings.gov/pikespeaksummithouse  
 
Tell us your thoughts and ideas: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PreferredConcept 
 
Subscribe to New Heights enewsletter by sending an email to: 
SummitComplexInfo@springsgov.com 

https://parks.coloradosprings.gov/pikespeaksummithouse
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PreferredConcept
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